[Molecular diagnostics of prostate cancer].
Although a number of studies have identified molecular markers for prostate cancer, their clinical utility remains mainly unclear. Markers, which allow improved determination of the biological aggressiveness of individual prostate cancers, may help to optimize therapeutic management of this heterogeneous tumor type. Here, a subset of molecular markers, which are intensively discussed in the literature or which are supposed to gain clinical utility in the future, are described in more detail. For a better survey, the markers are divided into (a) susceptibility markers, (b) malignancy markers, and (c) aggressiveness markers. The number of markers described as well as the inconsistency across studies in assessing their clinical utility reflect the heterogeneity of prostate cancer also on a genetic level so that it is unlikely that a single marker will gain clinical relevance. Future research must include systematic analysis of the clinical utility of not only single markers but rather of marker profiles in appropriate studies.